The Soviets claim that they have carried out the
First Five Years' Plan. In doing so they pass over
in silence the biggest item of their plan—namely, the
planned increase of agricultural production by 55 per
cent., instead of which a very serious fall took place
during the First Five Years' period. The claim of
having fulfilled (and even over-fulfilled) the plan is
mainly based on the results of the heavy industries.
It is stated that the production of these industries
calculated in fixed prices increased from 7 billion
roubles (1928) to 20 billion roubles (1932), which is
about 10 per cent, more than required by the plan.
Actually this statement is disproved by a com-
parison of the official figures of quantities produced
in 1932 with the official plan figures, as given in the
table on p. 81. The table contains most of the items
of production which are summed up by the official
publication on the Five Years' Plan as forming its
most important parts, namely : " Twenty-two
billion Kwh. of electrical energy, 75 million tons of
coal, 26 million tons of oil, 10 million tons of pig
iron, 8 million tons of fertilizer, about 150,000
tractors and about 250,000 motor-cars, general
machinery in value of 2 billion roubles, and agri-
cultural machinery in value of 1 billion roubles."
The table shows that coal-mining and oil-boring have
been most successful, the plan being fulfilled to 72
per cent. In all other lines of production, more
complicated than these, the results fall so much short
of the plan as to indicate no effect of planning at all.1
In the light industries the Soviet statistics claim
1 As may be seen from the table given on page 79, the
figures of the First Five Years' Plan have now been reached
for various important items.
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